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State Certification of Electronic Voting Machines is Slipshod and Superficial, Voter Group Charges
Secret Meetings Assailed

Austin, TX -- Voting equipment used in Texas is certified in closed-door  meetings with voting system vendors, with little scrutiny. Texas Safe Voting has recently obtained previously undisclosed videotapes that  reveal the superficial and slipshod review process that leads to  certification. Excerpts from these videos are available at  http://safevoting.org.

According to Adina Levin of Texas Safe Voting: "It's a sales job by the  vendors, not an examination process. The vendor makes a presentation,  there's some sample voting, they tally a few votes, and ask a few  questions. Given the history of problems -- including failure to count  votes correctly -- and numerous studies showing inadequate security, the  process here in Texas is woefully inadequate."

Meetings of the Secretary of State's examiners' board for voting systems  are closed to the press and public. The group includes of four Advisory  Committee members appointed by the Secretary of State, and two who are  appointed by the Attorney General.

"In a Democracy, the process of voting should be open to public  scrutiny, We believe they the failure to conduct these meetings in the  sunshine is a violation of the Texas Open Meetings Law," Levin said.  "Just the simple fact that these meetings are held in secret creates an  aura of suspicion and mistrust."

The meetings, held from Jan. 7 to Jan. 9, 2004, reviewed voting systems  from Diebold, used in El Paso, and ES&S, used in Dallas County.

Journalists who wish to view the tapes should contact Adina Levin by email at adina@effaustin.org or by phone at (512) 632-6829 to arrange for a screening.

