Geoffrey S. Connor 
Secretary of State 
208 East 10th Street 
Rusk Building, Third Floor 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Mr. Geoffrey S. Connor, 

I am writing to ask the Secretary of State to call on electronic voting machine vendors to submit voting systems with a voter-verifiable paper trail for consideration in the May evaluation period. I also ask that you open the meetings in which voting systems are reviewed for certification. 

I would like to have confidence in the voting system and without these steps, there is room for doubt, which harms the democratic process. Under the current auditing system, some types of miscounts are impossible to detect and recounts cannot be done effectively. 

Electronic voting failed in some 2002 elections. In Florida, some electronic voting machines have failed to count votes, and others crashed repeatedly during an election in Virginia. With no paper to check, voters have no assurance that their ballot has been cast, or cast correctly. There is no way to check, because only numbers are recorded. 

The current system to examine voting systems in Texas is clearly not working well enough. We have certified machines from companies including Diebold and ES&S that repeated studies by security experts show to have serious flaws. We need a process that is open for public comment and citizen participation to gain review from a broader range of individuals with expertise and to give all citizens more confidence in the process. 

Again, I urge to consider voting systems with a voter verifiable paper trail for certification, and to open the certification meeting. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: Ann McGeehan, Director of Elections

